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26th UNEP Governing Council
 Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) 
 (Nairobi, 23 February 2011)
- Opening statement on International Environmental governance (IEG)
by the EU and its Member States- 
Madame Chair, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am the Hungarian minister of environment, nature conservation and water. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.
 
Madame Chair,
 
The road toward the improvement of global environmental governance has been a long one. The EU and its Member States have come to this meeting with an open mind and ready to work with all our partners. Together we can all improve our mutual understanding, make progress and reach concrete results on this sensitive and important issue.
 

We wish to refer with much appreciation to the results achieved in the so-called Rome-Belgrade-Nairobi-Helsinki process. At the same time, we would like to thank the lead governments for their vision and assistance.   
What we need, is an international environmental architecture that effectively supports implementation and mainstreaming of environment at the national level. We in the European Union have been long-time supporters for a more coherent international environmental governance structure, based on existing institutions. 
 
We remain convinced that both incremental reforms and system wide reforms of existing institutions should be continued. 
Enhancing synergies among the different Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) is an important part of International Environmental Governance. 
Such synergies should promote the joint delivery of services and functions common to MEAs. They should aim at reducing the administrative costs of the secretariats to free up resources for national implementation. 

Synergies should be promoted within different MEA-clusters, including the biodiversity related MEAs. We recognize that it is within the chemicals and waste cluster that we have progressed the most. 
The outcome of the simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions held in Bali last year provides a good basis for continued efforts to improve the overall governance of our chemicals and waste related instruments. 
 
Parallel to this, a broader transformation, as part of UN reform, should lead towards the establishment of a UN agency for the environment, based on UNEP, with a revised and strengthened mandate, supported by stable, adequate and predictable financial contributions and operating on an equal footing with other UN specialised agencies. This agency, based in Nairobi, would make it possible to develop the environmental dimension of sustainable development in an integrated and consistent manner. It would cooperate closely with other multilateral agencies, each using its comparative advantages to the best effect, and on an equal footing. 
We have said in Helsinki already - and I want to stress that - that the EU and its Member States is not proposing the addition of an organization on top of the existing structures, but the transformation of UNEP into a institution with a stronger status. 
 
All these unified efforts -on incremental improvements, system-wide reforms, and broader transformation- are necessary because the improvement of IEG is a pre-requisite to achieve sustainable development at the global level. This is particularly true for countries in earlier stages of development.
At this point, I would like to have our statement completed by Janez Potocnik, EU Commissioner for the Environment. 
Madame Chair,

Our political position on IEG has always been carefully balanced with the attention we want to give to the strengthening of Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development (IFSD) in the context of the UNCSD 2012 Conference. 
The EU and its Member States have said several times in the past years, that we want to discuss with you, how the work of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on sustainable development can be reinforced. 
Let us not forget that in the Joint Programme of Implementation of Johannesburg, we have adopted a full page of concrete ideas on how to improve the involvement of the ECOSOC on sustainable development. Let us now seek to merge those ideas with the recently launched horizontal process on reinvigorating ECOSOC. In addition, we need to reflect on further improving the role and working methods of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development.
These rather complex processes can only succeed if all relevant stakeholders (governments, UN agencies, the private sector, civil society representatives, etc.) take an active part in them. Capacity building efforts need to be encouraged and supported to underpin participation. 
 
We therefore welcome the wide and inclusive approach of UNEP as well as the valuable contributions from all participants. In particular, we would like to acknowledge the role of the UN Secretary General's High Level Panel on Global Sustainability.   
 
The choice of IEG as a topic for ministerial discussions in this Forum is therefore very appropriate. We are eager to contribute to making progress towards the reform of the institutional framework for environmental governance so as to enable UNEP to make a valuable contribution towards concrete results at the forthcoming UNCSD 2012 Conference ("Rio + 20"). 
 
It is on this optimistic note that I would like to wish us all a fruitful debate leading to progress and tangible results.
 
Thank you for you attention.

