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Thursday 24.2.2011
26th UNEP Governing Council/GMEF

(Nairobi, 21-24 February 2011)

Closing statement by the EU and its Member States

- State Minister of Environment Dr Zoltan ILLES -

Madame President, Executive Director, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

Let me first congratulate your Excellency, Ms. Rosa AGUILAR, Minister of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs of Spain, for the excellent manner in which you have conducted this 26th session of the Governing Council and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF). 

Let me also extend our acknowledgement to the Executive Director Mr. Achim Steiner and all the UNEP staff for their valuable work and support. 

Last but not least, we would like to thank the Government and the people of Kenya for their generous hospitality.

Madame President,

In a nutshell, this 26th session of the UNEP Governing Council and the GMEF has been a success. A large number of very useful decisions have been made here and we have participated at very fruitful debates.
This session has taken place at a crucial moment, that is in the run-up to the UNCSD 2012 ("Rio+20") Conference. 

The discussions held at the GMEF in the last days have indeed contributed to move forward the UNCSD 2012 agenda, both in terms of deepening our understanding and converging in our positions, both on International Environmental Governance (IEG) and on Green Economy. 

At the Governing Council we have adopted a number of important decisions, such as on IEG, Chemicals and Waste, the Intergovernmental science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production or the World Environment Situation, plus the budget and the work programme for 2012-1013. 

We have also started a process involving both UNEP and the Secretariats of its related Multilateral Environmental Agreements, in order to resolve outstanding administrative and financial issues.

In these closing remarks, I would like to reiterate that Green Economy and the reform of IEG are linked. Both of them contribute to sustainable development by promoting resource efficiency and safeguarding the world’s finite resources and taking forward action with respect to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the international environmental agenda and the Rio principles. 

The EU and its Member States consider that upgrading UNEP into a specialized UN Environment Agency would contribute in an effective way to achieve these goals. This being said, we are open to discuss other options. We welcome the very broad support for reinforcing the environmental pillar, including UNEP.
We have achieved a good balance in terms of operational decisions and policy discussions, and this is why we think the overall outcome of this 26th session has been very fruitful. 

On behalf of the EU and its Member States, I want to underline the added value that UNEP work brings to the current debate on Green Economy and IEG and reiterate our gratitude to all participants in this session for their valuable contributions and for the constructive spirit in which our discussions and negotiations have been carried out.

From here until UNCSD 2012 and beyond, the EU and its Member States will work very hard to contribute to our common effort to achieve sustainable development by building a green economy and strengthening the IEG as an integral part of a stronger sustainable development governance. 

We will continue raising the political profile of the preparatory process towards the Rio + 20 Conference, and we encourage all governments represented in this Governing Council session to do the same, in order to make UNCSD 2012 a milestone in the implementation of sustainable development. 

We are confident that at the UNEP GC Special session in 2012 will provide us with another opportunity to finalize these issues with a view to extending our contribution to the UNCSD 2012 event. 

Thank you. 
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