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Monday 21.2.2011
26th UNEP Governing Council/GMEF

(Nairobi, 21-24 February 2011)

Opening statement by the EU and its Member States

State Minister for Environment of Hungary

Mr Zoltan ILLES 

Ms. President, Executive Director, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. Let me first congratulate your Excellency, Ms. Rosa AGUILAR, Minister of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs of Spain, to your election as President of this twenty-sixth session of the Governing Council. We also would like to thank the Government of Kenya for hosting this meeting.

I would like to express our appreciation to the Executive Director Mr. Achim Steiner and his staff. We appreciate the leadership you have shown and we look forward to continuing collaboration with UNEP, as the main body within the UN system responsible for the environmental pillar of sustainable development. We would like to take this opportunity to express our high appreciation for the excellent work of Angela Cropper as a Deputy Director General to UNEP and we are confident that we will continue benefiting from her valuable advice and contributions in the run-up to Rio + 20 and we wish her the best.

This UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum takes place at a  crucial moment: In the run-up to the Rio+20 Conference, it provides an important opportunity to move forward the discussion on international environmental governance and  to operationalize the green economy concept. We are coming out of a global economic and financial crises that has seriously affected our countries for the last 3 years. It is increasingly being recognised that addressing environment and economic and social challenges simultaneously is not only  a win-win opportunity  but that fully integrating environmental considerations from the outset is actually an essential element of an effective response to the crisis.. 

This 26th session of the UNEP GC/GMEF offers a unique opportunity for Environment Ministers, heads of international organizations, representatives of civil society and the private sector, heads of international financial institutions and private foundations as well as other stakeholders to meet and debate environmental issues in a  holistic way, in an attempt to find global solutions to global issues. The multiple crises we are faced with affect all levels of society and need to be addressed in an inclusive way, bringing together such a wide range of stakeholders.
The policy issues before us for this 26th session of the Governing Council as well as for the Global Ministerial Environment Forum  are both relevant and timely. 

A number of more specific issues will be dealt with, including on biodiversity and ecosystems, chemicals and waste. These are important issues that also have links to Green economy and International environmental governance. We are looking forward to engage in open and fruitful discussions that will allow us to move the UNEP agenda forward.   
International Environmental Governance features both on the agenda of the Committee of the Whole and the Ministerial discussions and we welcome this focus on what we consider a key issue. We continue to support the IEG process aiming at an institutional architecture that has the capacity to effectively address wide-ranging environmental threats in a globalizing world. We expect that ministerial debates this week will provide strong political guidance to steer the process in future. A comprehensive approach to all environmental issues is required to overcome competing policies and competing financial demands, leave behind the financial and economic crisis and address the increasing institutional fragmentation. The reform of the Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development will also contribute to the transformation of our economies to a low-carbon and green economy development path.
Green economy is linked to IEG and aims to contribute to sustainable development, which calls for respecting the finite resources of the planet and the international social agenda as formulated in the Millennium Development Goals, the international environmental agenda and the Rio principles. In this context, we would like to underline the link between green economy and sustainable development and to welcome the work of the High Level Panel on Global Sustainability in this field.
On behalf of the EU and its Member States, I wish you all the best in guiding our discussions here in Nairobi and in ensuring they lead rapidly to concrete action, and I assure you that the EU and its Member States will do their best to contribute to a satisfactory outcome of this 26th session of the UNEP Governing Council. We are also confident that at the UNEP GC Special session in 2012 we will of course have an opportunity to revisit these issues with a view to contributing to the UNCSD 2012 event. 
Thank you. 

-------------------------

