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Nicky Gavron, Deputy Mayor of London, UK, 
stressed that city mayors and local leaders must 
be at the forefront of practical action, but 
that they need to be empowered by national 
governments and are looking for a comprehensive 
plan from Bali to support their actions

Peter Poschen, International Labour Organization, provided an overview of 
the Green Jobs Initiative.

Joël Decaillon, European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), presented 
on an ETUC study on climate change, and said a carbon energy tax must 
consider low-income households.

Chabo Ching, International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), highlighted 
that the diversity within Asia’s growth levels poses unique challenges to 
labor, and noted that technology transfer must be accompanied by training. 

Arturo Gonzalo Aizpiri, Secretary-General of Environment, Spain, 
underscored the key role that labor unions have to play in de-carbonizing 
the economy.

Hilary Benn, Minister of Environment, UK, underlined that future economic 
prosperity can only come about by a green economic revolution supported 
by trade unions.

Brice Lalonde, Climate Ambassador, France, called for taxing 
environmentally-damaging goods and “shaming” excessive consumption.

Kirsty Hamilton, UK Business Council for Sustainable Energy, outlined 
the employment needs of the new “green” economy and stressed that a 
strong international agreement on climate change is needed to provide 
investment certainty.

Nick Nuttall, UNEP, noted that there will be growth in employment linked to 
natural resources management and renewable energy.

Neth Dano, Third World Network, stressed that trade unions need to 
be involved in climate change discussions at both the national and 
international levels.

Carl Pope, Sierra Club, emphasized that the new economy will be shaped 
fi rst by policy decisions and not market forces, and called for trade unions 
to support renewable energy.

More information:
http://www.sustainableworkplace.co.ok
http://www.global-unions.org
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Green jobs and skills: drivers for climate transitions
Presented by the International Trade Union Confederation

Arturo Gonzalo Aizpiri, Secretary-General for 
Pollution Prevention and Climate Change, Spain, 
stressed that renewable energy presents a huge 
opportunity for green employment and that 
efficiency is competitive
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